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The Vigo County Health Department serves to promote, protect and provide 

for the well-being of the citizens in Vigo County 
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BOARD OF HEALTH  

 

For almost 50 years, the Vigo County Health Department has provided the 

citizens of Vigo County with the very best public health services possible. 

Today, those services have expanded into areas our predecessors never 

imagined, challenging us to keep pace with the demands of an ever changing 

environment and population. The Vigo County Health Department has 

continued in the successful tradition established under the leadership of its 

Board of Health. Members of the Board of Health have roots in medicine, 

law, business, industry, labor and social services. Maintaining 

communication between the governing body and staff members has been 

instrumental in relating regulation and procedures that best serve the 

community. The Vigo County Board of Health is appointed by elected 

officials in order to represent the needs of the community. The Vigo County 

Board of County Commissioners appoint all seven members of the board, 

with no more than three from the same political party. 

 

2020 BOARD OF HEALTH

Jeff Depasse, Chair 

Brian Garcia, Vice-Chair 

Dr. James Turner D.O. 

Dr. Custodio Lim M.D. 

Dr. Brian Ross, O.D. 

Dr. Amber Cadick, PhD 

Dr. Jennifer Todd, PhD
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PUBLIC HEALTH IN VIGO COUNTY  

                               
                             Dr. Darren Brucken                        Joni Wise  

                                  Health Officer                     Administrator  

 

Vision:  Healthy People in Healthy Communities 

Mission:  Promote physical & mental health, prevent disease, injury and disability 

Public Health Goals 

¶ Prevents epidemics and the spread of disease 

¶ Protects against environmental hazards 

¶ Prevents injuries 

¶ Responds to disasters and assists communities in recovery 

¶ Assures the quality and accessibility of health services 
 

Essential Public Health Services 

¶ Monitor health status to identify community health problems 

¶ Diagnose and investigate health problems and health hazards in the community 

¶ Inform, educate and empower people about health issues 

¶ Mobilize community partnerships to identify and solve health problems 

¶ Develop policies and plans that support individual and community health efforts 

¶ Enforce laws and regulations that protect health and ensure safety 

¶ Link people to needed personal health services and assure the provision of health care when 

otherwise unavailable 

¶ Assure a competent public health and personal health care workforce 

¶ Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility, quality of personal and population-based health services 

¶ Research for new insights and innovative solutions to health problems 
 

Programs and services are developed, implemented, evaluated, and revised if needed, to enable 

carrying out the essential public health services and meet the public health goals. 
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VIGO COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT  

Darren Brucken, M.D., Health Commissioner 
 

Administration  
Joni Wise, Administrator 

Amanda Bales, Deputy Administrator 

Rhonda Coombs, Bookkeeper 

Beth Morse, Purchasing Clerk 
 

Environmental Health Division 
Amanda Bales, Supervisor 

Steve Thompson, Wastewater Specialist 

Brandie Draser, Food Specialist 

Marci Shaw, Food, Lead, Water and Body Art Specialist 

Rhiannon Cruse, Food Specialist 

Jerica Robinson, Wastewater Specialist 
 

Health Education/Media Coordination 
Roni Elder 

 

Vector Control Division                    Vital Statistics Division           
Mike Grayless, Supervisor              Loretta Nicoson, Supervisor 

Tony Grayless, Assistant Supervisor               Cheryl Clements, Registrar 

Warren Sweitzer, Assistant     Brandie Draser, Registrar 

David Higgins, Assistant     Brooke Foltz, Registrar  

Logan Edwards, Assistant     Jessica Kiger, Registrar    

Kim Edwards, Secretary 

Karen Beal, Seasonal 

Nursing Division 
Catherine Brown, M.D., Pediatrician 

Andrea Craft, RN, Staff Nurse 

Twyla Spidel, RN, Staff Nurse 

Chelsea Willis, RN, Staff Nurse 

Dolly Moss, Secretary 

Teresa Bechtel, Immunization Registry Clerk 

Robin Maurer, Insurance Billing Special
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2020      
 

Cash Balance in General Health ï January 1, 2020     $ 1,003,699.93 

Receipts January 1 ï December 31, 2020      $ 1,629,003.46 

Expenditures January 1 ï December 31, 2020     $ 1,747,284.26 

Cash Balance in General Health ï December 31, 2020    $    885,419.13 

Cash Balance in Health Donation ï January 1, 2020    $     30,156.20 

Receipts January 1 ï December 31, 2020      $       3,882.35 

Expenditures January 1 ï December 31, 2020     $     16,835.79 

Balance in Health Donation ï December 31, 2020     $     17,202.76 

Cash Balance Carry Over in Health Maintenance ï January 1, 2020   $      34,604.47  

Cash Balance in Health Maintenance ï January 1, 2020    $              0.00 

Receipts January 1 ï December 31, 2020      $     72,672.00 

Expenditures January 1 ï December 31, 2020     $     56,895.34 

Cash Balance as if December 31, 2020      $     23,495.48 
  

Cash Balance Coronerôs Fund January 1, 2020     $       1,719.00 

Receipts January 1 ï December 31, 2020      $     22,914.00 

Expenditures January 1 ï December 31, 2020     $     22,490.75 

Cash Balance December 31, 2020       $       2,162.25 
 

Cash Balance Health Trust January 1, 2020      $     50,208.78 

Receipts January 1 ï December 31, 2020      $     44,597.58 

Expenditures January 1 ï December 31, 2020     $     52,148.36 

Cash Balance ï December 31, 2019       $     42,658.00 
   

Cash Balance in voucher submitted Immunization Grant:  January 1, 2020 $          636.19  

Receipts January 1 ï December 31, 2020      $     44,916.86 

Expenditures January 1 ï December 21, 2020     $     46,987.10 

Balance as of December 31, 2020       $        2,706.43 
 

Cash Balance in Non-Reverting January 1, 2020     $      4,738.24 

Receipts   January 1 ï December 31, 2020       $      7,830.28 

Expenditures January 1 ï December 31, 2020     $      4,895.95 

Balance as of December 31, 2020       $      7,672.57 

Cash Balance in C.A.R.E.S. Act January 1, 2020     $             0.00 

Receipts   January 1 ï December 31, 2020       $  300,000.00 

Expenditures January 1 ï December 31, 2020     $     33,095.00 

Balance as of December 31, 2020       $   266,905.00 

Coronavirus Expenditures in 2020       $   719,937.13 

Wabash Valley Community Foundation Rapid Response Grant  $      4,760.00 

Receipts January 1 ï December 31, 2020      $      4,760.00 
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SUPPORT STAFF 
 

 
 

Bookkeeper Rhonda Coombs and Purchasing Clerk Beth Morse manage the finances and 

purchases for nearly $2,000,000 in budgeted funds. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DIVSION  

 

L to R: Rhiannon Cruse and Brandie Draser 

L to R: Marci Shaw, Steve Thompson and Amanda Bales 

 

Environmental Health Division protects public health and the environment by ensuring 

conformance with State laws and County ordinances pertaining to a wide variety of 

environmental health programs. Much of this work is accomplished by performing routine 

inspections and investigations and taking enforcement action when warranted. The 

Environmental Health Division also interacts with various federal, state, regional, and local 

governmental agencies associated with environmental health programs. 
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  FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

                    

Violations at local restaurants 

 

The Food Safety Program involves the planning of new and remodeled retail food 

establishments, planning of fairs and festivals in Vigo County, and the licensing and inspecting 

of all retail food establishments within Vigo County.  We work closely with the state department 

of health on any food recalls and food borne illnesses. 

By promoting food safety education and fostering understanding, communication, and 

cooperation among regulators, industry and consumers, VCHD seeks to provide the best 

public health and consumer protection in an expeditious and cost-effective manner. 

Permits Issued 

 

ü 618 Retail food establishments 

ü 45 Temporary 

ü 35 Mobile Units 

ü 6 Farmerôs Markets 

Inspections Conducted: 

 

ü 453 routine inspections 

ü 5 follow-up inspections 

ü 23 plan reviews 

ü 24 opening inspections 
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WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM  

 
Failing Septic System 

 

An on-site system is one which treats the sewage in a septic tank so that most of the sewage 

becomes effluent and is disposed of in an area close to the house or buildings. An example of an 

on-site disposal system consists of a septic tank and leach drains. 

 

The planning, installation, and repair of on-site sewage disposal systems must be reviewed and 

inspected by one of our full-time environmental health specialist.  This includes the reviewing of 

soil scientist reports, drawing of installed systems for department records, and giving 

recommendations for proposed subdivisions. 

 

A total of:  

ü 67 Septic Permits 

ü 2 Repairs to Septic Permits 

ü 33 Replacement Septic Permits 

ü 40 Subdivisions 

ü 446 Improvement Location Permits 
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RECREATIONAL WATER PROGRAM 

Waters used for recreational purposes are subject to a variety of environmental influences which 

can affect the health and/or safety of individuals using those waters.  Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention reports that the number of reported recreational water illness outbreaks from 

1978-2012 has increased significantly.  The outbreaks are associated with treated recreational 

water such as hot tubs, pools and spas.  

Recreational water program includes the inspection and review of bacteriological reports of 

swimming and wading pools, spas, therapy pools, and public access beaches.  The inspection 

entails an evaluation of the pool area, water quality, safety equipment, and mechanical room. 

The goals of these programs are to minimize safety hazards, reduce the potential for disease 

transmission and assure that waters used for recreational purposes are operated and maintained in 

compliance with the applicable ordinances.  

ü 46  Regular inspections were performed 

ü 1  Follow-up inspection 

ü 8  Closings 

ü 1  Openings 

ü 45 Permitted 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=swimming+pool+fun&start=188&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4SUNA_enUS275US275&biw=1024&bih=555&tbm=isch&tbnid=MG3kJmBmUAzlIM:&imgrefurl=http://www.tothebottomofthesea.com/swimming_pool_toys__accessorie/&docid=6nLgwtRHbyOw1M&imgurl=http://www.tothebottomofthesea.com/wp-content/uploads/sp522.jpg&w=590&h=265&ei=23NIUbPGEYyayQGf6YHgBA&zoom=1&ved=0CKoCEK0DMGI4ZA&iact=rc&dur=15&page=11&tbnh=133&tbnw=262&ndsp=20&tx=135&ty=97


14 
 

BODY ART SAFETY PROGRAM  

 

The use of improperly sanitized needles and instruments for invasive procedures on the human 

body and/or procedures being completed by inadequately trained individuals can contribute to 

the spread of communicable diseases and/or cause permanent injury. 

Through the Body Art Safety program the Environmental Health Specialist works to ensure the 

safe and proper operation of the licensed body art establishments in Vigo County.  We educate 

operators, evaluate plan reviews, and perform opening inspections on new or remodeled body art 

establishments.  We also ensure general safety and sanitation standards, and proper disposal 

methods of infectious waste. 
 

The Artist licensing program ensures the individuals that are performing the body art are 

knowledgeable and competent. 

 

ü 11 Body Art establishments licensed 

ü 7  Routine inspections 

ü 3  Body Art establishment openings 

ü 26 Artist License 

ü 22 Temporary Artist License 
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LEAD POISONING PREVENTION PROGRAM  

 

Lead was a common ingredient in house paint where it acted as a pigment and increased 

durability. This was before the dangers of lead were known. Though banned for use in paint in 

the U.S. in 1978, millions of homes, schools, and businesses still have lead based paint on their 

walls, both inside and out. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, lead paint can be 

found in: 

ü 24% of homes built from 1960-1978 

ü 69% of homes built from 1940-1960 

ü 87% of homes built before 1940 

If the paint is in good condition and has been painted over, it usually doesnôt pose a problem. But 

if the paint is peeling or has been disturbed by scraping, sanding, or burning, it can pose 

significant health risks to people especially young children. 

The state of Indiana mandates the local health department to follow children with elevated blood 

lead levels of 10 mg or more and to follow up services to provide parent education and blood 

testing of children with elevated blood lead levels of 5 mg/dL of blood or more.  This includes 

educating the parents and conducting a risk assessment of the home.  

We have two licensed Risk Assessors that address the lead risks in the homes of the children that 

have elevated blood lead levels. The Risk Assessors educate the families on proper cleaning 

procedures and mitigation choices when lead risks are identified.  Additionally a Public Health 

Nurse follows that child until their blood lead levels drop below the mandated 10 mg level. 

ü  Open cases 30 

ü  New cases  5 

ü  Risk assessments 5 
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EHS Amanda Bales during a Risk Assessment in a home with a lead poisoned child.  

 
EHS Jerica Robinson and Travella Myers along with ISDH Brian Payne  

& Rhonda Coombs at the state septic conference in Indianapolis.  
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PUBLIC HEALTH COMPLAINT PROGRAM  
 

            

Housing and property complaints filter through this program.  Some of the problems addressed 

are:  mold, rodents, roaches, animal feces, meth lab clean up, surfacing sewage, and human 

feces.  We are called by other agencies as well such as Child Protective Services, Adult 

Protective Services, City and County Building Inspection, City Environmental, City and County 

law enforcement. 

ü 10 surfacing sewage complaints 

ü 3 unfit housing situations 

ü 0 animal feces complaints 

ü 2 bed bug complaints 

ü 5  mold complaints 

ü 0 Meth Lab letters 

 

DRINKING WATER PROGRAM  

Clean water is vital to our health, communities, and economy, it is a fundamental human need. 

Each person on Earth requires at least 20 to 50 liters of clean, safe water a day for drinking, 

cooking, and simply keeping themselves clean. Tens of millions of people are seriously sickened 

by a host of water-related ailmentsðmany of which are easily preventable. The drinking water 

program includes the review of water sampling results from daycares, mobile home parks, and 

retail food establishments that utilize well water; education on proper care and shocking of wells, 

and guidance when flooding is an issue.  We have also been involved with the local water 

company when we have found homes with high levels of lead in their water due to old city water 

lines that had not been replaced. 

 


